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to the Austrians.1 This meant that the German army
command, now separated from Hoffmann and controlled
by Field-Marshal von Eichhorn, dominated the seat of
government at Kiev where the Rada had been re-installed.
Both Germany and Austria sent diplomatic representatives
to Kiev, Baron Mumm von Schwartzenstein and Count
von Forgach; but these gentlemen played a very secondary
role, and for the next few months the uncrowned king of
the Ukraine was Eichhorn.

Even with the re-established Rada the position was
highly unsatisfactory. The country was abundantly supplied
with everything, but it proved almost impossible to collect
supplies. The bulk of the land had been held as large estates-
These had been confiscated and the land distributed among
the peasants, but the new owners refused to cultivate
because they did not know whether they would be left in
possession of either land or crops. Nor would they sell what
they had for paper money, of which there was an almost
unlimited supply. The peasant would only exchange grain
for goods ; otherwise he bmried his surplus stocks of food
and blandly refused to disclose their whereabouts. Up till
March 2, instead of the 300 truck-loads of grain per day
which had been promised to Austria under the agreement,
but one truck-load had reached Vienna and one truck-load
Budapest, and these had only been seized from captured
stores and sent off to the capitals " in order to convince
the people by ocular demonstration of the advantages of
peace with the Ukraine ".2

Transport problems increased the difficulties of collect-
ing supplies from a sullen and passively resisting peasantry.
The Ukrainian railway system had to be radically reorgan-
ized and rendered self-supporting. The frontiers of the
Ukraine did not embrace coal-fields, and it was decided
that those of the Donets Basin must be incorporated

1 Ludendorff, ii. 623 ; Gratz and ScLiiller, p. 132.
2 Gratz and Schuller, p. 132.